and has at heart the interests both of midwives and of those entrusted to their care. He has, however, by bitter experience, learned that patience which the unthinking confound with despair ; and while he deplores the lethargy of Parliament, and the slowness of legislative action, he is no less determined than he was thirty years ago to put the status Of midwives on a satisfactory footing.
escape with their lives are, owing to the want of skilful assistance, or to unwarrantable interference during childbirth, rendered useless as workers and wives, and have to pass their existence in continuous discomfort or pain ; in some cases they are left pitiable objects, loathsome to themselves and to all around.
What then, is a midwife ? Briefly, a woman capable of rendering the assistance necessary in normal maternity cases, and of recognising the conditions requiring medical aid. In this definition it will be observed that a midwife is limited in her attendance to normal cases.
Upon this point differences of opinion exist. Medical men, as a rule, insist on this limitation, while some ambitious midwifes object to any restriction. Not long since forty-two midwifes signed a paper, which they addressed to the President of the Local Government Board, complaining of the "unsatisfactory professional condition of midwives." Among other matters, it was maintained that a midwife ought to be allowed to treat obstetrical 
